Imaging of tumors and tumor-like lesions of the knee.
Tumors and tumor-like lesions of the knee are common conditions. Because the synovial membrane covers a large part of the knee, tumors and tumor-like lesions of the knee are mostly synovial. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) plays a major role in the assessment and characterization of these lesions. However, the diagnostic approach of these lesions must be performed systematically. First, the lesion must be precisely located, and then the anatomical structure involved must be determined. Finally, clinical background that includes the age of the patient, frequency of the disease and, if any, associated signs as well as MRI characteristics must be analyzed. In this review, we describe the anatomy of the knee and its compartments and provide a description of the main tumors and tumor-like lesions of the knee. We present a diagnostic approach based on the location within the knee of the lesions and the anatomical structures involved.